TO A © bo Wb Fact . 
riend in the Coun wry, 


\ttempting a Solution of the I} 
Scruples & Objections of 
4 Conſcientious Or Religious 
Nature, commonly made 
againſt the New Way of 
receiving the 8 mall Pox. 


By a NI T in Bere x. 


e 6. 9. Tben 7 Feſus unto 9 1 210 aſk you one 
thing, 19 IT LAWEULL TO SAVE LIFE, OR 
= DESTROT IT? 4 Refrain f 

$ J. 38, And now unto you, ain from 
theſe Mew, — let them je =p to you this. connſel, or 
this work be of Men, it will come to nought ; But Fi it 
be of GOD, ye cannot overthrow it; ; left baply ye be 
1 even to off gbt —__ GOD. 
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Hk new Method of receiving the 
Die Small-Pox by Inciſion (or Inocu- 
4 T' 7 84 tion as tis commonly cle 
— das been, you know, the Subj 
THR - ; . . » 
mot only of plentiful Diſcourſe, 


F bdut of angry Debate and fierce 
Contention among us in this Town. And it 


1s 4 very unhappy Circumſtance attending us 
lere, that almoſt every thing that is now 
done or doing among us, if it be at all of a 
publick nature, creates; Heats and Animofities. 
am in hopes our good People will by and by 
be ſenſible of the folly, and miſchief of this, 
and come to ſuch a Temper as will ſuffer them 
to differ from one another without being 
«ngry with one another, In the mean time, 
L hope that the People in other Towns where 
2:5; 8 A 2 : s 16 
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g the Viſtemper has made irs Entrance, will pre- 
[| Jerve a better Temper, if any among them 
| ſhould put rms dterhod inte Practice. 


However ſome among us may appear 
©againlt-it cut af Party and Prejudice, of make 
an Engine of it to ſerve Deſigns, not friendly 
to the Peace and true Intereſt of the Place, 
yet there are many who are Conſcientiouſly 
averſe ro it, 1, believe ;\, and, if theſe preſerve 
the Meck 12fs of Wiſdem, they care (as a very 
Reverend Ferſon has lately ſaid of them) 
greatly to be commended and honour'd in 
that they will not att againſt. a Uoubting 
Conſcience. : 
I perceive that the Scruples and ObjeQions 
commonly offer'd by People here, have ſuch 
a force upon your Mind, as Keeps you from 
going into this Method which may be your 
Safety and "Preſervation. Now Friendſhip, 
(the Offices of which ſhould be ſacredly re- 
* parded by us, ) obliges me to attempt to te- 
8 -lieve and help you, in a Matter wherein 
your je, ſo precious in it ſelf, and deſerv- 
edly dear to me, is {ſo much concerned. 


For Satisfaction about the Safery of this 
Method in an ordinary way of Providence, 
together with the Exſincß of it, I refer you 
to the Obſervations on it made and publ iſſid 

by the Reverend Mr. Colman; of the gteatelt 
part of which Matters of Fact by him related, 
1 have my {elf been an Eye witneis. 1 
| F > Bur 
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Bur that which you want, Satisfaction, Wl 
about is, the Scraples and Objections of, Ar fi 
Conſcientious: or Religious Nature, which gte 
commonly. ofter'd by. People, again it this, 
Method. Theſe, 1 ſhall endeavour to anwer 
and reſolve, as I am able, in a ew words 3: 
and if they afford you ay Ligbt or Satis, Wl 
faction reſpecting the ſame, you may com Wi 

ö municate them O -whom You - pleaſe „ and 

; it ir ſhould be tho't worth while to make, W 

them public, I rhink none can; cen ſure ms. W 
for ſtarting our of my Line, or;jmedling witk W 
what is none of my Buſineſs, ſince the thing, 

| am , noW// upon, relates to Region ald. 
Conſcience, ö Be 
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OxNe great thing urg'd againſt this Practice. 
is, That 11. i not lawful for me to. make, my ſel} 
fk when 1 am well : Or voluntarily ;:10;; bring, #1 
Diftemper upon ny ſelf. Lo bring Sickneſs, 
upon ones ſelf for iis own ſake, is What po, 
Man in his right wits would d 02 But to make i 
my ſelf Sick in ſuch a wy, as may probably. 
ſerve my Health, and ſave my Life, and with; iſ 
ſuch a Deſign is certaiuly fitting and Reaſopa- 


le, and therefore lawful... This: is every day 
his practisd among People without: any, Seruple, 
nce, I in Purges! and Vomits, and othet things in 
you W Medical: Uſe.. Now, if I may lawfully make 
md WW my. ſelf Sick by taking ſtmething in at my 
net I Arb, why not by putting ſomethiog in at 
ted, Wy Arm? Or, if I may: lawfully. make my 


felt Sick for ane dey, why not for two days, - 


: - = 
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(4) 
or more, as the Caſe may require? Aye, 
but this is to bring a Diſtemper upon my ſelf. 
I think it can bard/y be cal/'d bringing it upon 
my ſelf, when the Caſe is ſo with me, (not 
| Having had the Diſtemper, and living in an 


undergo it in a very little time. I know. 
indeed GOD can preſerve me from the In- 

fection, but when my Neighbours all round 
me are viſited, I know of no Warrant that any 
particularPerſon has to expect an extraordinary” 
| Preſervation. He that has no reaſon to think, 
hut that he is as liable to the Small. Px as other 
people are, and yet keeps in the Way of it, 
expecting that God will preſerve him untouchd, 
| however ſome may give it the Name of Truſt 
and Faith, and the like, I cannot but look upon 
ir and call it Preſumprion.. In ſhorr, I can't 
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that I cannot rationally nor warrantably expect 
td eſcape the Diſtemper, it is ben lawful for 
me to bring upon my ſelf a leſſer Degree of it, 
to prevent a greater. Pl put the Cafe thus, 
If I have not had the Sell. Fox, it is to be ſup- 
poſed, there is in my body, what III call the 

Fuel of that Diſtemper, apd there only wants 


poſ 
burning. The Air I breath in is full of rheſe 


# ' 
% 
of 


** 4 


the lighting of a Spark to ſer this Fuel on 
> Sparks # and I may expett every Bobath | fer 
upon daily Expetience, that maus, an 1. 


efion in m n, and letting the Spark inthat 
th leſs ferceneſs 


infected Air) that 1 can't but expect to 


but think, when I am in ſuch Circumſtances, 


0 draw ſome of them in: If Twit appeats' 
inthat 


and 


„ wo A ac Aa .],þz «  _ ca ql. 
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and conſequently. danger; Why may'nt I take 


(59 


it in that way ? Why muſt I needs ſtay; till 


ir. come in at my Mourb or Noſtrilt, or thro* ill 


ſome of the porous Paris of my body? For 
my part, Prbink che Law of Selj-P reſervation, | 
which is GOD's Law, requires me to take this 
Method of Safety, whereby (to uſe the. apt 
Words of another) the Diſeaſe is, thro GOD'S 
common Bleſſing, happily converted into 2 


94 Ne Fs 470 71 8 70 . 
WHAT then, wall yon not wait GOD's Tame 


F . 


for it? They ask. I think then is the Time 


Providence calls me to this Method of Safety, 
when I am in imminent and zmaedaaze danger 
of the Diſtemper the other way. Should 
any one go into the Practice of Inoculation, 
out of a fancy or Bragado,, without; his being 
in known hazard* of the Diſtemper by the 
common way of Infection, I ſhould not think 
it warrantable. But then 3s G0 D' tine far 
us to uſe means of Safety, when we are in 
apparent danger of any deadly ort deſtructive 

8 * 1 2 | 


Evil. 5 BE, SOOT | 9535 £006 4 
Bur then, 'tis ask'd again, What can't 

ruſt GOD ?— ſuppaſe every. body will allow 
that the Uſe of Means is not inconſiſtent with 
Truſt in 60D; and why thete can't be Truſt 
in GOD in the Uſe of bis means, as well & 
other, I ca; not imagine. Why, it. ig 4 going 
Jrom 60D to Man, ſome Tay. - What then, 
cant we make Uſe of Men . Means in a time 


„ ck danger without going from 60 7 If any. 
5 ke 
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Jike Aſa, lobk to the Phyſician,” and nor fe re 
10RD. they are very irteligious and profa ie 
therein. But if any do principaliy and in the 
. firſt place ſeek to GOD, may they not then 
innocently and lawfully make uſe of the h. 
humane belp the Providence of GOD a orte 
them? I muſt profeſs and declare on the part 
of many of the Inoculated, that they and 
their Friends concern'd in them, have gone 
into the Practice with many Prayers to GOD, 
and other ſuitable expreſſions of Truſt and 
Drain... 2e 
r NIML NGO LI. ; F 
Bor ftill ſome ſay, this Practiſe looks to 
_ "them like © raking God's: Work out of His 
hand. Indeed thi s Diſtemper can arreſt 
none + without a Commiſſion from God. 
But yet it is pot inflicted by God's in- 
"mediate band; we receive it in a natural way, 
and by means of ſecond Cauſes; and this we do 
in the Way of Troctilation, as well as of common 
Infection. If we have the Small Pox in either 
of theſe ways, it is ſtill rhe Work of God: 
For all ſecond Cauſes depend on and act under 
Him the fitſt Cauſe. And, the Afpplicutfon of 
Meant natural for this or that End, is it not en 
Application to the God of nature ? If God does 
not co-operate by His 47a Providence can the 
Effect be produe d? For, who is be thut. /aitb, 
And it cometh to paß, when the 1 ord comminidet" ll 
| it not What is thef8 of the hand or power if 
I Mor in this Work, afler the Inciſion is made 
| and the matter apply'd '? The. Alert , 
2 5 
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fill left with God, and we muſt wait upon Him 
for His actual Influence and Bleſſing, even ab 
the Husband man does for the Rain and Shines 
of Heaven, after the Seed is thrown into the 


Earth, 345] d ng cz mod one 

Zur the Small Pos is d Judgnent of God, 

ſent to puniſb and humble s for our Sint; and 

what ſhall ite ſo c uade it, and thin to turn it a- 

way from s? I | fully agree to ĩt, that it is a 

ſore Jugdment of God upon us for our Sins, 

which we have much defery'd : And it is 

greatly to be lamented that it has no better 

Effect upon the hearts of Men. Bat 

is itUnlawful toute means for our Preſervation 

from a deſolating Judgment? Eperizlly, if at 

the very time that God ſends the Judgment, 

He ſhews us a way to eſcape the Extreniiy 

and Deſt ruction at leaſt, if not the Touch af 

it. If a gracious God ſhews us ſo much Mer- 

cy as this under the Judgment, does it become 

us to pur it away. from gur ſelves, or rather 

ſhould we not accept it with Adoring Thank- 

julneß ? If this Town was to ſuffer an I- 

undation, that would be a more terrible Judg- 

ment than this, and we ſhould look upon it 

too as a'righreous Puniſhment for our Sins; 

yet would any refuſe'ro make uſe of a Boat, 

or a Plank that might pravidentially come in bis 

Way, thinking that to do ir would be a crimi- 

nal Evading the judgment? I tram ., 
Bur, ſome have jaid to me, This Metbod 

tends. toirake off ile ſears of ibis Diſtemper from 

the Minla f j cofle:z and who Knows of what i 

25 Wo | Spiritual 


* 


— — — — 


— — 


— 


18 


Spiritual Aduantege theſe fears might be to then? 
In Anſwer to it I ask them, Whether GOD 
cannot make the Mercy of their Preſervation * 
and Recovery in this Way of Spiritual Ad van- 0 
tage to them alſo, and by that lead them to 

Repenranze's. Aud, I truly hope, the Salva - 
non of G0 beſtow d upon ſome in tbir way, I 
as well as thre. other, will have a gracious I: 
fanQifying Effect upon them, under the 
Powerful working of the Spirit of Grace. I YI; 
was glad to ſee the ſerious Frames ſome of 


them were in at the very time, how much 
affected they ſeem'd to be with the favour of I: 
GOD to them; what a good Profeſion of W. 
holy Reſolutĩon, ſome af them made. And 1 7 


would take this Opportunity to call upon 4 


— — — 
7 p 
— N 
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| 'them from GOD 10 remember the ſame, and , 
to be daily perſorming their Vows, 11 x 
{ JH. ISO! 29 211} Coo) ni 1 ; | 
{ -..Somr 0bje# againſt the Praftice becauſe of j 
the Unbappy Cunſequent of it among us; the 
Freud and Cotrention,” Sin and Miſchief that it g 
bas occaſiond. — Ot this, I hope, I am a MW; 
mournful Spectator; And it has made me WW, 
| ſundry times ready to take up that Wiſh, C0 , 
bat I hd Mines lite u Dove n. And I mull WM, 


freely declate, that 1 look upon that Spirit n 
of Party and Diviſion that ist reigaing among Wl 
us, to be a forer judgment of GOD upon us, Wh 
than the Diſte mpet which has ſo diſtreſsd us. 6 
But yet, Þ am lar from thinking that the b. 
Bad uch of the %ig in it's ſelf js to be argud IR 
ot infer'd tom this H ffelt of it. For ou 
al 5 no 


— 
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ot the ſame Effect atrend many other things. | 


2 

) nqueſtionably bed in themſelves 3 ſuchias} 

n the building of Houſes for the Worſhip of! 
cob, the Choice of Miniſters, and of Perſons | 
4 


to ſerve in the State, KC ? Nay; the very 
piaching of the Goſpel in the World, rho?i 
> Wir be the Goſpel of Frace, and the Goſpel ofl 
vation too, has been, and is, accidentally, rhto? 
me Corruption of Mens bearts, and under the: 
I Efluence of the envious Eneniy of Mankind, 
e Occafion of all rhis-; according as our 
h Saviour has foretold that it wyuld be, ſay- 
K ing as Mat. 10. 34, 35. Think not that I a 
one to ſend Peace on Earib: I came not to ſend 
hace bat o Sword. For I um come 16 ſet 4 Man 
1 variance againſt his Father, and tbe Daughter 
d Lan ber Mother,” and the; Daughter-1n law! 
taint ber Motber-an-law: And à Mans for 
f Holl be they of his: ownthoufe, ! ol 


| Some frame anObjc@ionagainft thisPractica 
1 from the Decrees of .GOD.  'They' ſay that! 
* 60b bas predetermin d and fixed\ the Frriad of 
every ones life, be; 0rd ubich nothing ſhall protrath 

0 ; / tbat if this time be come Ilochlation will 
t n ſave the Fer ſons liſe. Bur this Argument | 
may as well be urg'd againſt the Yſe of. ai? Bl 
Met, nay even of Tard, as aguinſt thisPrattices 
5, | truly believe, as my Bible teaches me, that 
w 600 has fix d the Period of 'every ones Life; 
„bot lalſo believe that He has done it with d 
Rrgird 19 cecond Cauſts, or that Courſe: of Nai 
ture whick-He has. eftabl ſhd 3 be Had ant 


Mean-ñ 
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Means are deternin d together. He that haz 
fixd in His own Counſel how long we ſhall 
live,” has alſo determind that by ſuch and 
ſack means our lives ſhall be continu'd to that 
Period of time. And how does any one know, 
bur this is to be the appointed Means, of their 

Preſervation. in Be 2-41 tt f- © 35041 30 
Song have ask d Whetber we could afſare 
them their lives in this Way © lt is ſtrange 
that any ſhould put the Queſtion! When 
there is none can give the Aſſurance of this 
not in the . moſt innocent and common Means 
that are every day made uſe of: Why then 
ſhou'd they demand it in this? I know of 
one who died under a Vomit. Another. whom 
Jalſo knew, died by pulling out a Tooth; 
the bleed ing at the Gums after the Extraction 
of the Tooth could not be ſtopt, and in a few 
hours he died. And for my own part, as much 
as I am now for Inoculation, I am not at all 
ſhy to ſay, that a Perſon may miſcarry - under 
it: For GOD is Sovereien, and will keep us 
in a dependance upon Him in the uſe of all 
Means. But if it be ſafe under the comme 
Blefing of GOD, that is ſufficient to waxrant 
me to venture upon it, when there is Occa: 
fion. Nay, if one in an hundred ſhould: die 
in this way, while there is Demon ſtrat ion (8 
there then would be) that it is ten tinet 2 
ſafe as the common way of infection. This, 
humbly conceive, would be ſufficient to juſtily 
my going into it: Tho*-I muſt confeſs, in-this 
particular, Lwas once of another mind. KL” 
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hut 
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1 80 7 1 957 poſe 1 I oy die in the way if 15 
*] lation, 2 N it not make d dying hour ver} 
lat i dark rome, to think rhat I usd means t0 brin, 
W. i ion ny ſelf? This is a Queſtion 1 mult - 
eir conteſs, nas been the moſt uffeting to — 
ot any that have related to.this matter. 

after the moſt ſerious conſideration 1 L. 
beſtow'd upon it, I thus think; If 4 Perſoh 
ſnould die under Inoculation, Je ies in the 
Uſe of the moſt likely means, he Kue Of, to 
ſave his life in a time of common eril ; hb 
dies then in the Way of Duty, and /o in 605 "By 
Way : Tf the Bleſſing is deny'd; he muſt hut. 
bly e this his Fail life Unto, the GOD” 

it, 1 for the b of our Lord Gs. 
unto 1 Life. 


7 1 LY I 44 * x 72 
Tugxx is'one 10 Teh Ao n 6h A 
Praftice, which T an 3] To:r Jotice of, 
becauſe of the 9 


of it; re 110 being ſo fie 
quently in the Mouths of P ple; Le Kante bat 


name it. Tis this, hat it Bi ory 7 zally - 
the Devil. Sure this is the effect of Tranſport, 
I will return a beiter anſwer to it than 10 
ſerves. If it be a Method of” Sofery,, and 
Benefit ro Mankind, as hitherto it appears 
be, how came the Devil to be the A e af 
it? Was he ever a Benefaflor to Mankind 
No; But he is « Murlerer from the be eginning. 
Every Age of the World produces ſome 

and uſeful Diſcoveries in one Profeſſion, | 


and Science or another : And, if this Diſco- 
ur! Lexx 
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very a reſerv'd for our Day, why ſhould j 
not be accepted. in all. places wurth all\Thankfut 
Heſs *. ? Ina word, I cagnor. bur think, its 0: 
nal 'deriv'd. -ellewhere, eraſe my Bib 
feache S m. ag every good & perjett ſeri fo 
7 be Either g MENG By -[ 


- —_—_—— —— wv — 


; Ft LEre e nee S 
' to be lup Kh 0 e gone | 
Ac ill the danger DRE become com 
1950 0 1 place. o there May, pe Merge S eaſih 
taken to prevent its haz others that 
a = 8070 into it. Ayd T think ther 
be a prudent, C: be in 10 ie 
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1 2 Friend, I have freely EN yo 


my Th thi ractice ſo much [pr 

inſt 55 be exe 1735 to N fot 
Your Telf.; bins G 985 K ber you bus Wap 
| ; you come in O th 'ractice, I v..yol 
| ul not 8805 it in 60 ecurity; for at ma 
55 Re GOD to deny, the Blethn 8. And, 
eaſe to give. it the deſir d Succ:k 
7 eti Sicul s ive Glory to Him, not on 
00 geren you Aion Death, bur for ſaving 
tro "ſuc 1 Li of Corruption, as. other 
910 many Les ome days and nights appointed 
hem in z youT think our ſelf the more oh 
Red to thank. and praiſe our kind Phyfucian 
1 mean the Great One) w who has .Wro't, I 

* ſo gentle a Method. 58 
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| (13) 
df have no more to add but my Prayers, that 
Hal you and I may be made meet for, and, in 
0: GOD's time, bro't ſafe to, that World where 
Bie there ſhall be o more Sickneſs, nor any move 


Gi Death ; where Sin, and all the penal - Conſe- 
A quences of it, ſhall be done away for ever. 


= | I am, 
Your hearty Friend & Servant. 


Boſton, Novem, 
acth, 172 1. 
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